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Session format
The session will start with brief introductions of three complementary EC-funded projects which
aim to improve e-infrastructures them for researchers in different world regions, MAGIC,
Sci-GaIA and TANDEM. The introductions will be made using short presentations (one per
project) and will show how the projects are fostering and empowering scientific collaboration
around the world.
The introductions will be followed by two to three presentations which will showcase real
examples of the benefits that these three projects are already giving to science and research
communities.
Finally, there will be a slot of 20 minutes for questions and answers, in which the audience will be
invited to make questions about the projects and how the projects interact, and also to express
ideas in terms of what is still required and/or missing in order to better foster and enhance global
collaboration.
Objectives
This session will promote the cross-border collaboration needed to develop global research
infrastructures for 2020 and beyond. Three EC-funded projects will join forces to showcase the
development, deployment and operation of research e-infrastructures in different regions of the
world. During the session projects will introduce their approaches on these issues and will
stimulate discussions about the benefits of developing new world class research e-Infrastructures
for the R&D communities.
The aim of the session is to underline the necessity of establishing e-infrastructures as a
sustainable utility and exploiting them as a factor of innovation in order to ensure that the wider
scientific community in Europe and further afield are part of a truly connected world; it will
therefore show how these three projects are working hand-in-hand to develop these global
research infrastructures.
The Projects
MAGIC: Building on the success of the ELCIRA project, RedCLARA -with partners from the
five continents- is leading MAGIC (Middleware for collaborative Applications and Global
vIrtual Communities), a cooperation project which aims to significantly improve the ability of
researchers and academics around the world to collaborate together. MAGIC is working to
expand the global reach of eduroam and identity infrastructures for the academic world and is
also focusing on establishing middleware which will enable NRENs around the world to share
services and real-time applications for international and inter-continental research groups via a
common marketplace. At the heart of MAGIC are Global Science Communities which the
MAGIC partners are engage with, not only to support them in the use of the collaboration
applications implemented by MAGIC, but also to raise their awareness of funding opportunities
and encourage their engagement with their peers around the world.
Sci-GaIA (Energising Scientific Endeavour through Science Gateways and e-Infrastructures in
Africa) aims to support National Research and Education Networks, Communities of Practice and
Universities in Africa to develop Science Gateways and other e-Infrastructures services. Sci-GaIA
is working with new and emerging Communities of Practice to develop these exciting
technologies, strengthen e-Infrastructure service provision, especially in terms of open access
linked data, and deliver training and dissemination workshops. This will establish a sustainable
foundation on which African e-Infrastructures can be developed and linked to science networks
across Africa. Significantly, the results of the project will be usable by Communities of Practice in
Europe and the rest of the world.
TANDEM (TransAfrican Network Development) will create favourable conditions for WACREN
(West and Central African Research and Education Network), enabling it to draw maximum
benefit from the forthcoming AfricaConnect2 project and ensuring WACREN’s integration into
the global Research and Education networking community and its long-term sustainability.
TANDEM’s long-term goal is to make it possible for researchers and academics to contribute
with their peers around the world to the socio-economic development of the West and Central
African Region.
Target audience:
 Members of research and education communities as they are the primary end users of
e-infrastructures. Engagement with them will help understand their needs and lead to
the creation of tailored solutions;
 Policy-makers in the field of ICT and R&D as they have significant influence on the
development of e-infrastructures;





María José López, RedCLARA
Omo Oaiya, WACREN
Brook Schofield, GÉANT Organisation
Simon Taylor, Brunel University London
Speakers’ biographies:
Roberto Barbera (Sci-GaIA Technical Coordinator) - http://orcid.org/0000-0001-5971-6415
Damien Alline graduated from Telecom ParisTech, one of France's top five graduate engineering
Schools. His career led him to work for the European Agency Eurocontrol in Brussels where he
managed a number of complex international ICT projects. Today Damien is at the head of an IT
department at IRD aiming at reducing the digital divide and supporting the scientific missions of
IRD especially in the areas of health, food security, environment, resources, society. Damien
participated to NREN-related projects like the elaboration of NREN roadmaps in Cameroun and
in Benin, to scientific projects in Africa aiming to ensure interoperability and access to data (e.g.
GEOFROAFRI), and work closely with the IRD-CNRS Representative in South Africa, Dr Jean
Albergel, in the frame of the ERAfrica and CAAST-Net Plus projects.
María José López Pourailly is Communications & PR (CPR) Manager of RedCLARA,
MAGIC’s WP6 manager (Dissemination and Training). She holds a Licentiate in Social
Communication and a Bachelor´s degree in Journalism from the University Andrés Bello (UAB -
Chile) in 1998. Before joining RedCLARA as a full time employee (February 2010) she worked
as CPR manager at REUNA (Chilean NREN - May 2000 / January 2010), where she also
managed CPR for CLARA since November 2004. She has a wide experience in advance networks,
collaborative and distributed projects development and implementation, web sites design and
management, editing and coordination of scientific and of advanced networks events; she
developed the PR Plan for CLARA, ALICE2, ELCIRA, EELA, EELA2 and worked in the
organization of the ALICE –CLARA Launch Event (Río de Janeiro, November 22, 2004).
Omo Oaiya, Lead, Technical Committee on Infrastructure, WACREN. Omo Oaiya is a trustee of
the Eko-Konnect Research and Education Initiative, an NREN incubator in Nigeria and leads the
Technical Committee in the West and Central African
Research and Education Initiative. He has been involved in various projects to provide
infrastructure to support higher education in Africa with links to European counterparts and
combines this with expertise in learning technology.
Brook Schofield is a Project Development Officer at GÉANT and is responsible for a portfolio of
middleware activities focusing on the deployment and promotion of federated technologies,
including work as the product manager for eduGAIN. Brook is also the Secretary of the Global
eduroam Governance Committee (GeGC) which coordinates eduroam internationally. His
involvement in the MAGIC project within its work packages is to ensure the adoption of the
eduroam and eduGAIN federated services globally.
Simon Taylor is the leader of the Modelling & Simulation Group and a Reader in the Department
of Computer Science and the Health Economics Research Group at Brunel University London.
Since 2009 he has worked on the promotion of African e-Science and e-Infrastructures as
coordinator or technical coordinator of projects including Sci-GaIA, eI4Africa and
ERINA4AFRICA. He has also studied modelling & simulation and high performance computing
for over 20 years and has applied the outcomes of this research through collaborations of
academic and industrial stakeholders both nationally and internationally that have led to over £1
million in productivity increases in the UK alone and have enabled a new generation of decision
support systems and techniques in manufacturing, energy and defence industries. He has
published over 150 research articles, co-founded Palgrave Macmillan’s Journal of Simulation, is
the Editor of the Operational Research Essential Book Series (Palgrave Macmillan), and is a
member of the ACM SIGSIM Steering Committee.
